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erature; that his aim was to restore, not to
invent, and to bring back the language to
its earlier and historic shape. This is a de-
fense familiar to us in these later days of
spelling reform; and no one doubts, who
knows the chaos of English spelling before
the days of printing, that authority could
be found for any favorite mode of spelling
a word. "Webster claimed the same con-
servative principles in the matter of pro-
nunciation, and stoutly declared that he was
a champion for historic English sounds as
opposed to the innovations offered by Sher-
idan, Walker, and Jamieson. "The lan-
guage of a nation," he says in his Introduc-
tion, " is the common property of the people,
and no individual has a right to make in-
roads upon its principles. As it is the me-
dium of communication between men, it is
important that the same written words and
the same oral sounds to express the same
ideas should be used by the whole nation.
When any man, therefore, attempts to
change the established orthography or pro-
nunciation, except to correct palpable errors
and produce uniformity by recalling wan-
'derers into the pale of regular analogies, he